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Dedication 

 

Over the past month we have been reviewing the 

history of Las Placitas Presbyterian Church 

through an in depth look at and conversation with 

Suzanne Sims Forrest’s Century of Faith. We 

have heard of the faithful women and men who 

preceded us in this place and from whose 

dedication and generosity we all still benefit. 

 

On Sunday, November 4th, we will dedicate our 

pledges to support the ministry and mission of 

Las Placitas Presbyterian Church in 2019, the 

125th Anniversary year of this congregation.          

I want to thank you for your commitment and 

dedication to this church. It takes all of our gifts 

to make the ministry we share in here possible. I 

also want to ask you to be generous in your 

pledge for this anniversary year. The church 

needs your support and your giving. What you 

offer here makes a real difference. 

 

Throughout this stewardship season, we have 

been singing as our offertory response “We Lift 

Our Voices/We are an Offering” (Glory to God 

#710). The words and melody of this hymn 

embody so beautifully the spirit of stewardship. 

May we continue to lift our voices together as we 

dedicate our gifts and our lives... 

 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands; 

we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering. 
 

Lord, use our voices; Lord, use our hands; 

Lord, use our lives; they are yours: 

we are an offering. 
 

All that we have, all that we are,  

all that we hope to be, we give to you,  

we give to you. 
 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands; 

we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering; 

we are an offering. 

 

Peace - Drew 

 

 

 

 

 

       
 

November 2018 

Worship Services 

 

November 4 - All Saints ― "A Century of Faith- 

1995-2019"  Deuteronomy 30:19 

 

November 11 - 25th Sunday after Pentecost - 

“Ruth & Naomi”  The Book of Ruth 

 

November 18 - 26th Sunday after Pentecost - 

“Look, Give Thanks”  Isaiah 51: 1-3 & Mark 14: 

22-26 

 

November 25 - Christ the King - “My Kingdom 

Come”  Psalm 132 & John 18:33-37 

 
 

Upcoming Adult Forums 
God’s Promise – “I Am With You” 

As we begin November the Adult Forum wraps 

up Amy Poling Sutherlan’s study, God’s Promise 

– “I Am With You”, looking at how God is present 

with us in life’s many circumstances.  After a 

one-week break (Nov. 18) we will return on 

November 25 with a presentation on Diana Butler 

Bass’s most recent book, GRATEFUL – The 

Transformative Power of Giving Thanks. 

The Adult Forum meets at approximately 9:15 

a.m. (following the early service) in the Upper 

Room. 

Upcoming Schedule: 

Nov. 4 – “God With Us as the Holy Spirit” 

Nov. 11 – “God With US” 

Nov. 18 – NO CLASS (Placitas Holiday Sale, 

Single Service at 9:30) 

Nov. 25 – “GRATEFUL” 
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Christian Education 

We are looking for more teachers and assistants. 

If you are interested, please call Chantel Tarin.  

 

______________________________________ 

 

 

Earth Care 

Calling all poets!  The LPPC Earth Care 

Fellowship is sponsoring the 21st Annual 

Candlelight Winter Solstice Poetry Reading on 

the evening of Friday, December 21, 2018.  The 

theme for this year is “Whispers of Winters 

Past”. In 2019 Las Placitas Presbyterian Church 

will be celebrating 125 years of community life 

and service in Placitas.  Our theme for this year's 

reading is an invitation to reflect on the memories 

and settings of all our lives and communities 

across the years... from the geologic "memory" of 

the Sandias, and the local flora and fauna, to the 

ancient Native and Hispanic communities, right 

down to our own lifetimes and personal 

reflections. Poems will be read in the Sanctuary 

by the authors using a single candle for light. 

Follow your muse! Submit poems to: 

LppcEarthcare@lasplacitaschurch.org by 

November 17. 

 

 

 

 

Updates 

Pat Thorpe, PT will be offering an ongoing class 

in Sun-style Tai Chi titled Tai Chi for Health 

created by Dr. Lam.  It will be given at 9am on 

Monday and Thursday mornings in the 

Fellowship Hall at LPPC beginning Monday, 

November 12th (Veteran’s Day).  Donations of $5 

per class will be accepted, but are not 

obligatory.  These are smooth movements done 

slowly for effect.  If you are unsure if you can 

participate, just come - Pat will work with you 

and also suggest working from a chair if 

necessary. 

 

Tai Chi has been proven to be very effective in 

reducing fall risk as we age.  Some of its' many 

benefits include:  

  Integration of Mind & Body - the body 

is in total harmony 

  Improved Cardiovascular Fitness 

- lowers blood pressure and physical 

endurance is enhanced 

  Improved Muscular Strength 

- muscles stabilize and protect our joints 

  Improved Flexibility & Range of 

Motion - makes us more functional in 

daily activities 

  Improves Posture - less wear & tear on 

the joints/lung capacity is improve 

  Improved Balance ***  Evidenced-

based.  Tai Chi will reduce overall Fall 

Risk by 55% 

 Greater Self-Control & 

Empowerment - powerful effect of 

relaxation & concentration 

 Stress Reduction - helps to cope with 

modern-day life/Improved appreciation 

for nature around   you/Stressful 

situations handled with more ease 

 Spirit Uplifted - Feel good/improved 

mood, Less negativity/Psychic energy 

improved (Mind/Spirit) & Enhances Qi 

or vital life energy with all beings. 

 

If you think you would like to attend the first class 

on November, please call 505 867-5325 or email 

me at placitas@icloud.com. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Pat Thorpe 

mailto:LppcEarthcare@lasplacitaschurch.org
mailto:placitas@icloud.com
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Member Profile 

JILL HENSLEY 

 

Although Jill Hensley was born in Ft Lauderdale 

FL, her early childhood and elementary school 

years were spent in Findlay OH.  Her father was 

in sales, which meant the family moved around 

every few years. Her parents moved her and her 

older brother and sister to Michigan for a couple 

of years, then to Newark OH for a short time and 

finally to the Deep South in Enterprise, Alabama 

where she attended and graduated from the 

Enterprise high school.  Enterprise is known for 

the monument of appreciation to the Boll Weevil 

in the center of town, reminding its citizens of the 

devastation that those agricultural pests caused to 

their cotton crops, and celebrating the region’s 

successful adaptation to raising peanut crops 

instead.  

 

Jill attended the University of Colorado in 

Boulder to earn her BA in Psychology. She then 

earned a Masters’ degree in Sociology from the 

American University in Washington DC. Her 

career with Northrup Grumman as a government 

consultant in Public Health kept her in the DC 

area for the next 3+ decades.  She advised on 

public health policies and resources nationwide, 

especially concerning issues of substance abuse 

and mental health. During that time she married 

and had a daughter, Natalie, eventually moving 

out of Washington proper into Leesburg, VA.  

Once she transitioned to doing much of her 

consulting work remotely from her home 

computer, Jill was able to relocate from the East 

Coast to New Mexico. 

 

Jill and her fiancé Rob chose to build their home 

in Placitas because they were attracted to the 

Southwest, familiar with the Albuquerque area, 

and wanted to settle down in a more open, rural 

area.  The two of them had initially met through 

work in the 1990’s and become friends at that 

time through their social groups.  After life’s  

 

 

many changes through several decades, they were 

able to re-connect a few years ago and the 

romance developed from there. Rob works in 

ABQ as a licensed clinical social worker, and Jill 

now does her full-time public health consulting 

job from home.  

 

In addition to visiting her sister Laura and family 

in Boulder CO and brother Rick and family in 

Boston MA, Jill keeps in close touch with her 

daughter Natalie, who is based in Atlanta doing 

public relations work. Natalie is to be married in 

September, so this summer of 2018 will be busy 

with all the wedding plans and necessary travel. 

Jill’s mother Pat, nearing her 90th birthday this 

October, enjoys visiting Placitas and has attended 

LPPC service -- many of our members will 

remember meeting her.  

 

When asked about her hobbies/passions, Jill was 

quick to list several that are especially 

appropriate to her new surroundings: gardening, 

hiking, biking and snow skiing. The most 

memorable places she’s visited on travels would 

have to be when she vacationed in Hawaii, and 

also the few days she spent in Venice, Italy with 

her daughter.  She’s never (yet) been to Paris, and 

would love to attend the Kentucky Derby once.  

Though her life took a different path, Jill always 

thought she’d really like to have opened and run 

a health-food restaurant / deli / grocery store.  

 

Albert Einstein is the person from history Jill 

would most like to meet because he was so 

interesting and brilliant -- even though she’s not 

entirely sure she would be able to understand all 

he might say! The items she most cherishes and 

would hope to save in case of a fire are the old 

family photos. The 4 things besides family that 

she cannot live without are: Faith, Love, 

Friendship, and Laughter.   
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Jill was drawn to LPPC due to the warm 

welcomes she initially encountered, the depth of 

feeling among the congregation, and the overall 

spirit of Christianity she senses whenever she is 

there.  She joined as a member in Feb. 2017and is 

currently serving as a Ruling Elder, has taken up 

leadership of the Grounds Committee, and 

continues to help with the Memorial Garden 

team.  

Joan Chewning 

Wendy Ingram 

 


